
Manure Management 
Store manure in a covered, enclosed 
compost bin located in an area that will 
not result in any drainage or runoff.  
Where enclosed bins aren’t feasible, 
manure storage sites should be located 
under a covered area on a nearly flat  
surface, 50 - 100 feet from any stream or 
storm drain. 

Stormwater Pollution What you should know…

If not properly managed, rainfall and runoff 
that come into contact with manure, horse care 
products, and wash water can carry nutrients, 
sediment, bacteria, salts, and toxic pollutants to storm 

drains and streams, negatively affecting water 
quality and the environment. Listed below are 

some environmentally responsible steps to keep in 
mind when caring for your horses, barns and pastures.

Tips for Horse Care and Barn Keeping

Using and Disposing of Manure and Bedding
• Compost used bedding and manure.  See http://compostingcouncil.org for more information.

• Composted bedding and manure may be donated to local greenhouses, nurseries, botanical parks, 
topsoil companies or composting centers.

• Contact your municipality regarding disposal programs and requirements.

• Always protect stables, storage, and compost stockpiles from runoff by keeping them out of 
stream courses.

Grazing 
Over-grazing in a paddock or pasture can 
lead to exposed soil and soil erosion, which 
increases runoff to streams and surface 
waters; allow about one acre per horse 
and rotate pasturing where possible.

Pasture Management
• Sweep or shovel horse holding areas daily 

to reduce the tracking of manure and soil. 
Do not wash down these areas!

• Fencing horses out of streams is impor-
tant to protect surface waters. Locate 
paddock areas and fencing so horses are 
kept away from streams.  Wherever 
possible, choose paddock areas where 
runoff will drain into the ground.

• Plant or allow vegetation to grow around 
the perimeter of paddock areas to 
provide for natural filtration of runoff.

Barn and Stable Design 
Have your engineer check with your City or County building department for information about stable 
design requirements and best practices, such as good surfacing materials, manure and care product 
storage areas, and locating wash and storage areas away from areas that could affect water quality.

Grooming 
• Only use pest control and grooming products 

(saddle and tack cleaning and conditioning products, 
shampoos and conditioners, show shine, hoof polish, 
etc.) where needed and avoid use in areas exposed 
to runoff.  Spot-apply pesticides and fungicides to 
avoid over use and keep from areas exposed to 
stormwater. Follow instructions on products, use 
sparingly and clean up spills. 

• Store all pest control, grooming, and horse and 
tack care products in covered areas where they will 
not come into contact with stormwater, and post 
signs reminding boarders and staff not to dump 
any excess products. For proper disposal of unused 
horse care products, please call 1-800-304-2226 
or visit the Riverside County Waste Management 
Department at www.rivcowm.org.  

• For indoor wash stalls, ensure that floor drains are 
connected to septic system or drain to areas where 
the washwater can soak into the ground.  Outside, 
ensure that washwater can seep into the ground.  
Always prevent washwater from entering a storm 
drain or stream. Creating a small berm around the 
area can prevent washwater from leaving the area.

• Conserving water is an important way to protect 
streams.  Conserve water by using a spray nozzle 
with an automatic shut-off.  Turn off the water 
when not in use.

Resources
Contact your city or county stormwater representative for any applicable local ordinances. 

For more information, Please call Riverside County’s “Only Rain Down the Storm Drain” at 1-800-506-2555 or visit the website at rcstormwater.org

Responsibility for water quality begins with YOU

http://rcstormwater.org/

